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Approval

This syllabus was approved by the The Committee for Doctoral Education on 2023-12-07, and
was last revised on 2024-02-23. The revised course syllabus is valid from autumn semester 2024.

Responsible department

Department of Clinical Neuroscience, Faculty of Medicine

Prerequisite courses, or equivalent
60 hp in psychology or psychiatry on an advanced level.

Purpose & Intended learning outcomes
Purpose

To facilitate acquirement of broad as well as in-depth knowledge about methodological and
practical aspects of clinical psychiatric research focusing on children and adolescents. The
course aims to cover a range of methodological factors in clinical trials on youths with
psychiatric disorders, including psychiatric assessment and psychological as well as
pharmacological treatment. The course also addresses attitudes, Swedish and international rules
and laws relevant to clinical research involving young individuals.

Intended learning outcomes

After completing the course, participants should:

- Be able to explain ethical issues related to having children and adolescents as research subjects
- Be able to conduct preparatory groundwork for clinical trials in psychiatric research, including
development of a study protocol, ethical application and trial registration

- Be able to describe study monitoring and study documentation routines in child psychiatric
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research

- Be able to register and report adverse events and side effects in studies with children and
adolescents

- Be able to account for relevant considerations in the choice of assessment method (e.g., child-
adapted diagnostic interviews) and explain the implications of having multiple informants
(children, parents and clinicians) in clinical trials with youths

- Be able to desribe procedures for blind assessments with children and adolescents

Course content

During the course participants will:

- Participate in lectures about ethical and methodological aspects of clinical trials with children
and adolescents in psychiatric research

- Participate in seminars where participants will discuss published papers relating to psychiatric
assessments and psychological as well as pharmacological treatments

- Read scientific articles about methodological considerations in clinical trials with children and
adolescents

- Learn how to prepare ethical applications as well as research information and informed
consents for research on children and adolescents

- Conduct group presentations where they present their analyses and conclusions about various
aspects of conducting research in child psychiatric settings

Forms of teaching and learning

Lectures, seminars, group presentations.

Language of instruction

The course is given in English

Grading scale
Pass (G) /Fail (U)

Compulsory components & forms of assessment
Compulsory components

Compulsory attendance at lectures and seminars. Absence can be compensated for by written
assignments.

Forms of assessment

Examination seminar with group presentations and discussions. All students are assessed
individually on their ability to present, discuss and reason about clinical research in child and
adolescent psychiatric research. Particularly, students need to actively be able to show their
aquired knowledge about methodology in child and adolescents psychiatry research, during
their presentations and in the following discussions. All intended learning outcomes have to be
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attained to pass the course.
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