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Responsible department 
Department of Women's and Children's Health, Faculty of Medicine 
 

Prerequisite courses, or equivalent 
No specific entry requirements are necessary; however, having a basic understanding of
qualitative methods and methodology can be helpful. 
 

Purpose & Intended learning outcomes 
Purpose 
The course is at a doctoral level, which means that the aim of the lectures and practical
assignments are to provide PhD students with the skills necessary for them to run their own
qualitative study and be able to use thematic analysis/qualitative content analysis. The course
will develop doctoral students’ skills in designing, collecting and analyzing data using thematic
or qualitative content analysis. Students will further develop their critical thinking skills by
reflecting on and orally presenting the method involved in a study that uses thematic or
qualitative content analysis. 
 
Intended Learning Outcomes 
Upon completion of the course the student is expected to be able to: 
1.     Describe different variations of thematic analysis and content analysis. 
2.     Describe key characteristics of these analytic methods, their main applications, and their
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advantages and disadvantages. 
3.     Explain and discuss the process of data collection using these analytic methods, which can
be written, oral, or visual. 
4.     Explain key characteristics of these analytic methods, including coding, theme
identification, and interpretation of patterns. 
5.     Describe the trustworthiness of these analytic methods, including dependability, credibility,
confirmability, and transferability. 
6.     Design an appropriate study where thematic analysis or qualitative content analysis can be
used to answer a particular research question. 
7.     Categorize or “code” words, themes, and concepts within the texts during the data analysis
process. 
8.     Reflect on ethical aspects of data collection in relation to your field of study. 
 

Course content 
Lectures and workshops will focus on the methodological process of conducting, reporting, and
presenting qualitative research and how ethical issues and the trustworthiness of the data should
be discussed. Advantages and disadvantages of various data collection approaches where
thematic analysis and qualitative content analysis can be used will be discussed, such as through
individual interviews, focus group discussions, and observations (including social media). 
Individual assignments will be used to assess the students’ scientific reasoning and critical
thinking skills regarding using these methods. As such, students will develop their own data
collection methods and focus on the data analytic procedure central to their chosen qualitative
method. The trustworthiness of these techniques will be discussed throughout the course. As
students complete written assignments, such as a coding exercise and a trustworthiness essay,
peer reviews and in-class discussions will take place to assess the students’ understanding and
provide an arena for constructive feedback. 
 

Forms of teaching and learning 
The course utilizes literature, lectures, workshops, and seminars, and focuses on building
practical skills that doctoral students can use in their own data collection and analytic efforts via
the assignments. The learning experience builds on a combination of active reading and own
reflection in combination with dialogue around learning activities with others. The course thus
requires active involvement of the learner. Peer learning will further be utilized to share and
receive insights. The student will build on knowledge and skills developed through course,
culminating in an oral presentation on their project involving thematic analysis or qualitative
content analysis. 
 

Language of instruction 
The course is given in English 
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Grading scale 
Pass (G) /Fail (U) 
 

Compulsory components & forms of assessment 
Be able to show that all intended learning outcomes have been achieved, which are shown
through the completed course assignments. 
 

Course literature 
Recommended Reading 
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Approaches to qualitative research in mathematics education: Examples of methodology and
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